Antiviral drugs 1983.
A number of antiviral compounds are currently available, and several others are of great interest. Trifluridine, idoxuridine, and vidarabine are effective topically in herpes simplex virus keratoconjunctivitis infection. Vidarabine (and presumably acyclovir) is effective in herpes simplex virus encephalitis and in herpes zoster infections in the immunocompromised host. Acyclovir is effective topically, orally, and intravenously in primary herpes genitalis, and the oral and intravenous forms are effective in recurrent herpes genitalis as well. Amantadine and rimantadine are effective prophylactically and therapeutically in influenza A infections. Ribavirin and interferon, although not licensed, are of great interest. Ribavirin may be useful in respiratory syncytial virus infections, and interferon may be of benefit in common colds and related disorders.